
iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ sxʷlx̓ʷalt̓ət.

WATER IS OUR RELATION.

iʔ ͜ l ̓͜ yʕayʕát stim siw̓łkʷ 
iʔ ͜ yl̓mixʷm̓tət.

WATER BONDS US TO OUR ANCESTRY, 
OUR DESCENDENTS AND OUR LAND.

kʷu ͜ yʕayʕát iʔ ͜ kʷu ͜ 
sqilxʷ kscpútaʔstm áłiʔ 
yl̓mixʷmtət iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ.

WATER MUST BE TREATED WITH 
REVERENCE AND RESPECT.

áłiʔ íʔ n̓xʷlx̓ʷlt̓an̓tət 
lut kstan̓músmn̓tm, áłiʔ 
ksctxts̓tim yʕayʕat iʔ ͜ stim.

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH WATER 
IS NOT TAKEN LIGHTLY, WE 
ARE RESPONSIBLE TO ENSURE 
THAT OUR RELATION CAN 
CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THE 
HEALTH AND RESILIENCY OF 
OUR LAND AND ANIMALS.

Iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ n̓xʷlx̓ʷlt̓an̓s 
iʔ ͜ tm̓xʷúlaʔxʷ uł yʕayʕát iʔ ͜ stim

WATER IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF 
OUR LAND AND OUR ANIMALS 
AND WE AS SYILX PEOPLE

kscsuxʷstm iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ 
xǎʔxá̌ʔ knaqs ckʷiskʷsts 
yʕat aʔ ͜ cxʷlx̓ʷalt̓.

RECOGNIZE WATER AS A 
SACRED ENTITY AND RELATIVE 
THAT CONNECTS ALL LIFE. 

iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ yʕat taʔkín 
k̓l ̓͜ kscxʷlx̓ʷalt̓s iʔ ͜ 
tm̓xʷúlaʔxʷ uł k̓l ̓͜ tmixʷ.

WATER COMES IN MANY FORMS AND 
ALL ARE NEEDED FOR THE HEALTH 
OF LAND AND FOR THE ANIMALS.  

mipnúntm iʔ ͜ sxǎʔxá̌ʔs iʔ ͜ 
siw̓łkʷ k̓l ͜ yʕayʕát iʔ ͜ stim. 

WATER IS OUR MOST SACRED 
MEDICINE, WATER NOURISHES, 
REPLENISHES, CLEANSES AND HEALS.

ła ͜ ck̓ʷulm̓stm iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ 
kschaʔstím uł ksctxts̓tim.  

ANY USE OF WATER SHOULD 
BE AN ACT OF REVERENCE 
AND A COMMITMENT TO 
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES.

yʕayʕát iʔ ͜ sxʷlx̓ʷalt̓ət, 
ʕapnáʔ uł cm̓ t ͜ spn̓kin, 
áłiʔ kʷu ͜ sʔukʷnaʔqínx. 

OF ALL LIFE. NOW AND TO 
COME, AS SYILX PEOPLE.

iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ cxʷuy tl ͜ tm̓xʷúlaʔxʷ 
tl ̓wist uł lut kscwsn̓cuts tl ̓͜ stim. 

WATER COMES FROM THE SKY AND 
THE HIGHEST PLACE  YET IT NEVER 
WILLFULLY RISES ABOVE ANYTHING.

iʔ ͜ tayx̓ʷút mi ctɣap, naxm̓̌ł 
tl ̓͜ yʕat tl ͜ stim̓, misk̓ ə̫ck̓ʷáct.

IT WILL ALWAYS TAKE THE 
LOWEST PATH IN ITS HUMILITY. 
YET OF ALL THE ELEMENTS, IT 
IS THE MOST POWERFUL.

kʷu ͜ scúnmaʔstm iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ 
kʷu ͜ k̓ c̫əck̓ʷact uł qm̓qam̓t.

OUR SACRED WATER TEACHES 
US THAT WE HAVE GREAT 
STRENGTH TO TRANSFORM THE 
HIGHEST MOUNTAIN WHILE BEING 
GENTLE, SOFT AND FLEXIBLE.

iwá łə ͜ tqəqip ksksxňmíxaʔx itíʔ. 
k̓łʔułxʷ, tqilt̓km̓s, km mlx̓ʷuym̓̓s.

WATER WILL ALWAYS FIND A 
WAY AROUND OBSTRUCTIONS, 
UNDER, OVER AND THROUGH.

kʷu ͜ kscún̓maʔstm 
ksck̓ʷll̓n̓ustm xiʔmíx stim.

IT TEACHES US ANYTHING 
IS POSSIBLE.

ła ͜ ctɣap iʔ ͜ siwłkʷ lut stim 
ta̓ ͜ ctilx̓ʷsts uł kʷu ͜ ksxí̌laʔx itíʔ. 

WATER MOVEMENTS, PATHWAYS 
RESILIENCY AND POWER TEACH 
US WHO WE ARE AND WHO 
WE CAN BE AS PEOPLE.

—SYILX NATION SIWŁKW DECLARATION

In 2014, the Chiefs Executive Council endorsed the Syilx Nation siwłkw Declaration to protect water, restore water, and to uphold our responsibilities to water. 

WWW.SYILX.ORG

SIWŁK󷑷
For Syilx Okanagan People, the ways of knowing siwłkw–water–are embedded in our language and 

bequeathed to us by our ancestors. Maintaining the integrity of siwłkw is essential to our identity and 
is entrenched in our responsibilities to our homelands. siwłkw is our most sacred medicine. 

The health of our water impacts everyone.


