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For Syilx Okanagan People, the ways of knowing siwtk"—water—are embedded in our language and
bequeathed to us by our ancestors. Maintaining the integrity of siwlk" is essential to our identity and

i?_siwlk" sxVixWaltat.

WATER IS OUR RELATION.

i? 1 ySaySat stim siwk™
i_ylmix"“mtat.

WATER BONDS US TO OUR ANCESTRY,

OUR DESCENDENTS AND OUR LAND.

k"u_ySaysatie k™u
sqilx" kscpatasstm ali?
ylmix"mtot i?_siwik".

WATER MUST BE TREATED WITH
REVERENCE AND RESPECT.

a2 12 AxVIxVitantot
lut kstanmismntm, ali?
ksctxtstim ySayat i?_stim.

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH WATER
IS NOT TAKEN LIGHTLY, WE

ARE RESPONSIBLE TO ENSURE
THAT OUR RELATION CAN
CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THE
HEALTH AND RESILIENCY OF

OUR LAND AND ANIMALS.

is entrenched in our responsibilities to our homelands. siwtk™ is our most sacred medicine.

The health of our water impacts everyone.

I siwtk™ AxVixVitans
ie_tmx"Vala’x” ul ylaySatic_stim

WATER IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF
OUR LAND AND OUR ANIMALS
AND WE AS SYILX PEOPLE

kscsux"stm if_siwlk™
Xarxar knags ck™isk"sts
ySat a?_cx"IxValt.

RECOGNIZE WATER AS A
SACRED ENTITY AND RELATIVE
THAT CONNECTS ALL LIFE.

i?_siwtk" ySat tarkin
kl kscx™ix™ alts il

trhx"ala?x™ ul ki | tmix™

WATER COMES IN MANY FORMS AND
ALL ARE NEEDED FOR THE HEALTH
OF LAND AND FOR THE ANIMALS.

mipnantm if_sXarXarcs ic_

siwlk™ ki Jiayiat i?_stim.

WATER IS OUR MOST SACRED
MEDICINE, WATER NOURISHES,
REPLENISHES, CLEANSES AND HEALS.

la_ck"ulmstm i?_siwtk™
kscharstim ut ksctxtstim.

ANY USE OF WATER SHOULD
BE AN ACT OF REVERENCE
AND A COMMITMENT TO
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES.

ySaySat i2_sx™ixWaltot,
Sapnar ul cmh t_sprikin,
ati? k"u_sPuk"narlqinx.

OF ALL LIFE. NOW AND TO
COME, AS SYILX PEOPLE.

ir_siwlk” cx"uy tl_tmx"alarx”

t] wist ut lut kscwshcuts tl stim.

WATER COMES FROM THE SKY AND
THE HIGHEST PLACE YET IT NEVER

WILLFULLY RISES ABOVE ANYTHING.

i’_tayx" at mi ctyap, naxmt
tl vyiat tl_stirh, misk"ack™act.

IT WILL ALWAYS TAKE THE
LOWEST PATH IN ITS HUMILITY.
YET OF ALL THE ELEMENTS, IT
IS THE MOST POWERFUL.

k™u_scanmarstm if_siwik"™
kwu kK"cackWact ut qmqanmt.

OUR SACRED WATER TEACHES

US THAT WE HAVE GREAT
STRENGTH TO TRANSFORM THE
HIGHEST MOUNTAIN WHILE BEING
GENTLE, SOFT AND FLEXIBLE.

iwa 1o_tqaqip ksksXnmixarx itir.

kiPulx™, tqiltkrhs, km mix™uyms.

WATER WILL ALWAYS FIND A
WAY AROUND OBSTRUCTIONS,
UNDER, OVER AND THROUGH.

kwu,__,k,s,cﬁr’lmaPstm
ksck%1llnustm xifmix stim.

IT TEACHES US ANYTHING
IS POSSIBLE.

la_ctyap ic_siwlk™ lut stim
ta_ctilxVsts s ul k%u_ksxilaex itir.

WATER MOVEMENTS, PATHWAYS
RESILIENCY AND POWER TEACH
US WHO WE ARE AND WHO

WE CAN BE AS PEOPLE.

—SYILX NATION SIWtK" DECLARATION

Okanagan Natmn Alliance
WWW.SYILX.ORG

In 2014, the Chiefs Executive Council endorsed the Syilx Nation siwtk” Declaration to protect water, restore water, and to uphold our responsibilities to water.




